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PEACEFUL STRIKES

Q. How should a strike be conducted so that hooliganism
and violence are avoided ?

A. A strike should be spontaneous and not manipulated.
If it is organized without any compulsion there would be no
chance for goondaisxn and looting. Such a strike would be
characterized by perfect co-operation amongst the strikers. It.
should be peaceful and there should be no show of force. The
strikers should take up some work either singly or in co-ope-
ration with each other, in order to earn their bread. The nature-
of such work should have been thought out beforehand. It
goes without saying that in a peaceful, effective and firm strike-
of this character, there will be no room for rowdyism or looting..
1 have known of such strikes. I have not presented a Utopian
picture.
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The statement in the daily press that I had approved of the
postal strike is not true. One day a postman asked to be allow-
ed to just say Vande Mataram to me. Kanu Gandhi brought
him to me. The visitor, however, asked for my blessings for
the postmen's strike which had just then commenced. I said
to him that if the strike was justified and if they conducted
themselves absolutely peacefully, they must succeed. "This
was no approval of the particular strike. Apart, however, from
what I said and apart from the merits of the postmen's strike,.
I feel that as an expert in successful strikes of an absolutely
peaceful nature, I owe it to the conductor of this strike as
those of all others and the public to state the conditions of suc-
cessful strikes.
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